
April Updates April 1, 2021

The Grapevine 1

THE GRAPEVINE 
Concord Presbyterian Church | concordpreschurch.com | 704-872-7344

Discover Concord 
The Discover Concord group has spent more than 100 
hours looking at our historic trends, gathering feedback 
from the congregation, and discussing the future of our 
church.

These have been soul-searching sessions-- sometimes 
joyful and sometimes painful. Recently, we enlisted a 
Methodist pastor from Vermont with expertise in guiding 
change to join us for a discussion to gain an outside 
perspective.

We have been much in prayer. We invite you to join us in 
this prayer. 

On April 18, we plan to come before the congregation 
during the 10am worship service -- not with solutions but 
with questions. We will be looking to hear your thoughts, 
hopes and dreams as we come together to explore the 
future for the church.

In the interim we ask you to prayerfully consider two 
questions:

1. What change does God want to see at Concord?

2. What does this statement mean to you and for our 
church? "Showing up, wherever you are, with God’s 
Love."

The Discover Concord group is John Ervin, Kathy 
Dellinger, Nick Setser, Nicole Winterhalter, Pastor Liz 
Troyer, and Eric Millsaps. If you have questions and 
concerns feel free to contact any member of the 
committee.

Concord member Melba Ritchie 
recently won a very prestigious 
award from the Piedmont 
Council of the Scouts, 
recognizing her contributions to 
scouting in our area. We are 
thankful for her years of service 
to Pack 607 and join in 
celebrating the recognition she 
deserves!  

Congratulations! 

April 11 
and 25 at 

http://concordpreschurch.com
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Here’s what’s coming up In worship! 

April 4                                        Easter Sunday 

Scriptures: Acts 10:34-43 

Hymns: “Jesus Christ is Risen Today ”, “The Strife is O’er” 

Sermon: Dare to Say Alleluia 

April 11                                   1st Sunday of Easter 

Scriptures: Acts 3:12-19 

Hymns: “Good Christians All Rejoice and Sing”, “Day of Arising” 

Sermon: Dreaming of Community 

April 18                   2nd Sunday in Easter 

Scriptures: Acts 1:10-14 

Hymns: “The Day of Resurrection”; “When we are living” 

Sermon: Death and the Before and After Life 

April 25                               3rd Sunday in Easter 

Scriptures: Acts 4:5-12 

Hymns: “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”, “Come O Spirit 
Dwell Among Us”, “Come, Live in the Light” 

Sermon: Dreaming of New

Dare to Dream 
2021 Spring Worship 

Series 

For the months of April and May, 
Concord will looking at stories 
from the early church to ask itself, 
What is God dream for the church?  

The early church found itself lost, 
isolated, and scared after the 
Ascension of Jesus. Confused and 
scattered, the apostles had to 
dream about what the church could 
be when it gave itself over to the 
Holy Spirit. 

Do we limit our own possibilities 
because we are afraid to dream 
big? God’s future is bigger and 
broader than what we can imagine. 
What would happen if we dared to 
dream, both for ourselves and for 
our community? 

Rose Ministry 
The Group has been busy receiving 
and reviewing applications and 
interviewing qualified candidates. 
Please be in prayer for this search. God 
already brought this position from 
prayers into reality and we believe God 
is waiting even now to fulfill those 
dreams with a person meant for 
Concord. God will bring forward the 
best person for this position and guide 
the hiring group as they carefully 
consider the options. You can view the 
job description at 
concordpreschurch.com.  

http://concordpreschurch.com


April Updates April 1, 2021

The Grapevine 3

Sunday Small Groups 

Beginning April 11, the Christian 
Education Committee will offer a time for 
learning and reflection following worship. 
These small groups will be offered for all 
ages and will be opportunities to reflect on 
the scriptures, music, and liturgy of the 
worship service. 

Children ages 3 to 5th grade will engage 
with the scriptures in their own age-
appropriate Sunday school. Youth from 6th 
- 12th grade will engage with the same 
questions and reflections as the adults, but 
in a youth appropriate way.  

We will continue to invite folks to join via 
Zoom and join in with a small group 
conversation with others online as part of 
one of the in-person small groups.  

You can discover the scriptures and focus 
for each Sunday by reviewing the Worship 
Scriptures and anthems mentioned on 
page 2! 

Concord Has an App 

Never go anywhere without your phone or 
tablet? Now you can take Concord with you 
where you go! Keep up to date with the 
Calendar, find out about Events, access 
online meetings and worship, Check the 
member-only Mobile Directory, update your 
information, and Give to Concord’s ministry, 
all from your phone or tablet.                                                                        

Mission Fundraiser 

Do you like Bingo? Join us April 25 at 
5pm for fun for all ages. 

Bingo Cards will be 1 for $3 or 2 for $5. 
If you bring a White Elephant Gift for 
our table (something you have at home 
or a gift you pick up from the store) you 
get one extra bingo card for free! 

Bingo, Music, Dancing, and Friends. 
What could be more fun? 
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Session Members and Committee Chairs 

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023
Ryan Dellinger Danny Cook Bill Baker
George Saffos Tim Donnelly Gena Bergner
Frank Setser Joe Raymer Elaine Nicholson
Liz Setser Barbara Williams Nelson Queen
Betty Sharpe Nicole Winterhalter Janie Stikeleather

Committee Chairs:
Administration John Ervin
Congregational Life and Growth George Saffos
Christian Education Nicole Winterhalter
Mission Jeremy Troyer
Property and Grounds Frank Setser
Worship Liz Setser
Technology Tim Donnelly

Notes from Session 

In March, Session considered several important items:
• Received Letters of Transfer for Chris Harris and Paul Woodard and welcomed them as members.
• Received a Thank You from Salem Presbytery for our generous support of the work of Salem 

Presbytery. In 2021, our contributions will be divided by Presbytery in to the following categories: 
80% to Salem Presbytery, 2% to the Synod of the Mid-Atlantic; 18% to the General Assembly of the 
PCUSA. 

• Heard a report from the Discover Concord group, asked questions about their current status, and 
gave input into their future discussions.

• Heard a report from the Reopening Task Force.
• Approved request from the Mission Committee to hold a Blood Drive on June 2, 2021 from 2:00pm 

to 6:30pm. 

In 2021, Session is also enlarging its focus to include more time in prayer, in faithful contemplation of 
God’s word, and consider its impact on Concord’s life and mission.To that end, Session spent time in 
prayer for our Church as well as individuals on our prayer list.

Committees shared their goals for the year 2021 with the Session at the March meeting. The 
identified goals included:
• Once per quarter, offer a church-wide fellowship event.
• Organize one weekend length Mission Trip in the Fall.
• Offer a Family Fun Event once per quarter for our younger children and one for our older youth
• To thoughtfully develop a meaningful, sustainable worship service that can be enjoyed in person or 

at home and grows our congregation to pre-COVID attendance or beyond.
• To review, clarify, and condense Concord’s operating manual to increase usability and clarify church 

policies. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1                       2 
Good Friday; 

6:30pm

3 

4 
Easter Worship; 

9:30am 

Session; 
7:00pm

5 
Office 

Closed for 
Easter 

Monday

6 7 8 
Christian 

Education: 
6:30pm; 

Book Group; 
7:00pm

9 10 
Drive-thru 

Birthday 
Party for 

Hugh Ervin;  
3:00pm

11 
Youth Group; 

4:30pm 
Session; 
7:00pm

12 13 
Missions; 

7:00pm

14 15 
Book Group; 

7:00pm

16 17 

18 19 
Property 

and 
Grounds; 

5:30pm

20 
Admin; 

4:00pm

21 
Worship 

Committee; 
7:00pm

22 
Book Group; 

7:00pm

23 24 

25 
White Elephant 

Bingo Night; 
5:00pm

26 27 28 29 
Book Group; 

7:00pm

30 May 1 

Regularly Scheduled Events:  

Every Sunday: Worship Service - 10:00m

             Small Groups - 11:00am

Every Monday: Scouts - 7:00pm

April 2021

Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday; 9am to 1:00pm
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Dear Friends - 
It’s been a year. 

This is an anniversary none of us imagined would come, at least not 
from our perspective last March. Remember how the virus would be 
gone by Easter? Then, how Summer would eradicate it with its warm 
weather?

It’s been a year. Instead of preparing for an Easter celebration this 
Sunday where doors to our sanctuary are opened wide, we’re still in the 
grips of the virus. People are still dying every day, including people in 
our own community, including friends and family who continue to 
experience long-haul symptoms of the virus. Schools are having to take 

“Covid breaks” with classrooms quarantined due to spikes of cases in 
classrooms. We are tired of all this pressure, this abnormality, this alien-ness as we are stuck between the what 
was and what’s next.

One thing is for sure, if we knew then what we know now, we’d have made different choices. We’d have 
prepared ourselves for the long-term, set ourselves up to weather the storm a little better, learned to engage 
with the world a little differently. I know I would have made different choices during the last year, if I’d only 
known. 

As the disciples stood at the cross of Friday night and again Sunday Morning, they must have felt the same. If 
they’d only known how this adventure with Jesus would turn out, they might have prepared themselves. They 
might have listened better, paid more attention, lived with more intention. Instead, they are faced with an 
ending series of choices and decisions, harder to make because of their grief, harder to be certain about the 
right direction because they didn’t know where they were going.

We can only make decisions and choices based on the information we have at the time. It’s easy to look back 
and regret, to second-guess and pick a different choice. The truth is life is a serious of decisions with no right 
answers and uncertain paths forward. We take a step forward into the darkness, learning and growing each step 
of the way.

So how do we make better choices in the midst of uncertainty? We listen. We listen to the voice of God which 
speaks to us through scripture and through prayer. We listen to the voices of our community, our group of 
disciples who are headed in the same direction. We trust God will send a helper in the form of the Holy Spirit. 
And, when push comes to shove, we take a step out in faith, knowing God will be with us, even when, maybe 
especially when, we fall.

Love always,

Pastor Liz
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